
Further Information
This timeline should be read in conjunction with our article on the AI Act here. For more information, or if you would like 
assistance with putting in place an AI strategy, please contact any member of our Technology and Innovation Group or 
your usual Matheson contact. 

The AI Act is published in the Official Journal of 
the European Union.

Rules on prohibited AI systems, scope, 
definitions and AI literacy come into force  
(Art. 113(a)).

Rules on notifications, governance and certain 
penalties come into force. Also, rules applicable 
to GPAI models placed on the EU market on 
or after 2 August 2025 come into force (Art. 
113(b)). However, providers of GPAI models that 
are placed on the EU market prior to 2 August 
2025, have an additional two years to comply, 
until 2 August 2027 (Art. 111(3)). 

The AI Act is generally applicable, including 
for high-risk AI systems under Art. 6(2) (as set 
out in Annex III), which are placed on the EU 
market, or are significantly changed, on or after 
2 August 2026 (Art. 113)). However, operators 
of high-risk AI systems that are placed on the 
EU market prior to 2 August 2026, and are not 
intended for use by public authorities, only 
need to comply with the AI Act in the event of 
a significant design change (with the exception 
of compliance with the rules on prohibited AI 
systems under Art. 5, which must not be used 
from 2 February 2025) (Art. 111(2)).

Operators of high-risk AI systems that are 
placed on the EU market before 2 August 2026, 
and are intended for use by public authorities, 
must comply with the AI Act by 2 August 
2030, regardless of whether there has been a 
significant design change or not (Art. 111(2)).

The AI Act comes into force (Art. 113).

AI Office Codes of Practice must be made 
available for providers of General Purpose AI 
(“GPAI”) models (Art. 56(9)).

EU Commission must provide guidelines 
specifying the practical implementation of the 
AI Act, together with a comprehensive list of 
practical examples of use cases of AI systems 
that are high-risk and not high-risk (Art. 6(5)).

Provisions applicable to high-risk systems 
designed to be used as part of safety 
components in regulated products under Art. 
6(1), and are placed on the EU market on or 
after 2 August 2026, come into effect (Art. 
113(c)). 

Operators of AI systems that are components 
of large-scale IT systems established by legal 
acts listed in Annex X, and that have been 
placed on the EU market before 2 August 2027, 
have until 31 December 2030 to comply with 
the AI Act.  However, the rules on prohibited AI 
systems under Art. 5 still apply, and must not 
be used from 2 February 2025 (Art. 111(1)).
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